
Washes 

CLAE OL E B RG 

Cr..:a,tion of Washt!-$ followoo the procedure establisbed in previous 

picoc : 

L A period of aboul wo wc xs, of primüJg myself witb pos ibili
tics-practical and imptàctical- for a pOol pj;~e, tC(ording tbese 
in a book, and wtilÎng a nurnbér of script drafts . 

2. amiliarizing myself wilh the particular pla.oe . . In Ihi cas by 
signing up for massag'C etc., al Al Roon's. oticing tbe ÎmpOrtance 
of sound in the hall, the impossibility of aoy .rapid action. Details 
of Ihe norma l aCt!vityof the Hcalth Club. 

3. Récruil:Îlng the c.àSt from volunteeTS, some new and some famil
iar from past performances. Setting up schedule of rehearsals. 
First meeting. 

4. Pur<:hase of objects and costumes. In Ibis case mostly from 
Canal Street Slores, A venue C uscd dothing tores. several ·'thrut" 
sh.ops, swimming pool suppliers., and spol1ing goods stores. 

S. Fir t lhrOC tchearsals, combining prepared ideas, aClual place, 
individuals in cast, and objects aod COSlume . Confusion and nu
merous tri ais and errors. 

6. Final r-ehearsal: simpli6eation of results of tirs! rehearsals 10 

strongest incidents, discarding of the rcst. Imposilion of simple 
lime schentc o! cuts. 

7. Four pcrformànœ5 belon: audience in May, 1965, with change 
CODlinuing to fina l performance. 

Washe depCnded as usual very tl)uch On place. The involvement of 
the audience Was monly througb plaoe condilions: humidity, difficuJt 
placement (they had tO stand 00 the narrow edges of the pool), ten ion 
of wet and dry. A ma audience wim which bad been planned wa.s 
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called off at tbe a 1 minute because of management's objections. Audj.. 
enet was a kcd tO wear bathing $uit . 

The Mal script of Washes containe<! ICD untitled parts. l'he timing 
of the paris was done by me and light ignals 'II te used to eue begin
ning and end. White ligbts were placed over the waler and VeT the 

'shallow and deep end '; turning Ihese on cu d action. The intcrval be
tween parts were Ut by dim blue lighlS. The len~th of eaèh part varied 
for each performance according 10 my intuition of the pace. 1 watcbed 
the action with my back to the pool through a window refleetion. 

Al Raon' pool Î$ in the basement of Ihe Riverside Plaza Hotel on 
Manluutan's Wc t 73rd St. The pool is Scvcl'lty-nve (cet by twenty-five 
feet. and is surtounded by an edgc about a foot wide. Bact. of tru OOge 
is a space around the pool on the Iwo long sides and tbe sballow eod 
varying ITom Iwo to tbee feet wide. On one long side, dOOTS open the 
lenglh of tbe pool 10 a gymnasium (which relieved the crowding of 
aud icncc on that id). 

The wate:r i roostly over the head. The sballow portion exte"ds only 
a Out t n fClet, bcyond whi(h One must swÎm. Numbcr mart. the edges 
of the pool (very dye !eet. Ibere arc lwO ladders at b th the long e d . 
At the deep end Ihe pace bcllind the p 01 edge widens, and this is the 
arearefcrr'èd tO as the de.ep stage, wher>c the audience was not perrnitted 
10 stand. At the back of (his area are dOOTS leading to a Hot Roon, and 
Steam Balh and Solarium, overhung with yellow plaslic awnings. To 
Ihe l.e!1 facing the deep lage Îs the Jacker room and oft'stage, whcre 
players waited and dres cd. 

The a\ldien~e wailed i/\ the adjoining gym Ulilil the pool was ready. 
The watcr wa cal.m and a red ligbt a et Iloating ÎR the water. The 
lighl SI ycd in the water througboutlhe performance as did ail the 
obj (t lbal were plaoc(J in the walcr . 0 Ibat Ihe pool- a stroog green 
C lor-changed from a perrc~t y still body of waler tO one in whjch 
clothing, turruture, people pipes, and othef debris bobbed as alter a 
i1ocxl. 

A ligure called Lifeguàrd ( 0 identified by hi costume on which the 
tille was printcd) aoo 1 (wearing ovcrsize overalt dyed a bright yellow) 
aided Ihe usher of Theat r RaUy in pOSiliooing the audience aTound 
three side 1 the pool. 1 wà trietldly. sbaking hands with people white 
teUing Ihem nol to moke, not 10 lhrow thingsio the po 1 el(.-i:n-
tructi TI from Ihe management. Men the audience was placed 1 took 
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a position at m)' window. On t.he nrst thrce nigbl8 laskcd the audience 
to be as quiet as psible $0 Ibat thc mali s unds of the pieoe W .old 
nOI be nf ed. But a !he cast's .orgin! 1 did not make this armO.once· 
mcnt Ihe rourth night, which permitt d laugbte:r and applause, and 
whicb, as it tutncd out, did nOt pIeVent the SInall sounds from ~jn, 
hCàtd. 1 suppose 1 wanted tO inhibillhe audience. 

The ituation al the beginning of the piece was as follows: on the 
deep stage there w re a massage lable, a phonograph with a record 
of conlinuous thunder,. two oil drums with a folded giant American 
Oag on top, and a bridge (later to be placed acre the center of the 
pool) on the ftoor. On the edge of the pool al Ihe de p cnd, Pat, or a 
fat Humpty-))umpty-like figure hOlding a net al (he end of a metal 
stick, fisbed ~ r plastic ban ana and pear which he threw in. Al the 
cdge of tb $hall VI end wcrc a woman, Letty in ft bàthing suit, and a 
man, David, fully clad. These tmec players were in position a.~ the audio 
ènce entered. 

1 sig;naled the man stationed at the lights, D. arbman, and the 
white lights turned. bluet l signaled him again and the white lights rc
turned, starling the pi.ece. 

PIIrt One 

1arjoriecnters, in a white co tume like a 'Uer, ith a whÎle ftier' 
cap and dark blue sunglasses. Shc put on th phan graph record of 
thunder and CQmmences exercising on the massagc 1 able. Sbe counts, 
~s, l V! , 2Vi , ctc., or ~, 1 y,j, 2lt., elc. , while cxe:rcising.. 

Lucas enlers in a sui! and birt and hal , ail dyed blue, carrying a 
yellow chair. He cr ses the dcep lage walks alon.g the pool edge to a 
point ocar the centèr. He tries the chair on the water several times. 
Theo tri itting On it and inb. He repeats Ihe aClion. Afler severaJ 
Sitting 1 i.nkings he takes off bis dothes and lies them On the chair, 
jacket over back, pants across, shoes on seal, as man going 1 bed 
mighl plaCé bis clothes. rOm this point the chair become:s a fre piecc, 
fioating wÎth it load of clolhe lbis Wày and Inat during the remainin.g 
compo ilion. Lucas also, in a balhing sui t and carr iDg a stainless 
steel disk becomes a frce piece, or "!loaler " wHh instr\lcli Il 10 im--WA H • girl il! mefJ's clql.lrÎ1Je scoops up imilatlqn frull . 

l'Ii_ WOOd 
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p v· ~ a<:' i n liotJ~ hi <tppe r ~ initrt igh l , Th tijb ru)' 1 ( 
~ him. tud hiRl$ Ir lr{)nl th~ edgl! in 'Ih di t li e rc~. ~ U$~ (An-

1Rl'r üme h~ tloaléd Il hi l'le like . 1 1 king up ÎIUO tho di k~ 

Dav' , n' lhe parl b ins. lat. VII • in f ully dr 1 ine It 
<I1A:T ÙOWll the b llow 1 dder uhtil only hi he d ' a oV\' walé"r. He 
.111t out, w~' .. .. mep l,. n c~n w. k~ in in. To he udie l ce 

b i gure u "der VII U:r pelar m p d lilc a midgel' , Wh"n .he 
parI en ,D:lvid bec m ·'It Icr" r froc pitoe', continu.n, to illll
prov' lI~nd the. Ii 1\ ( t.lténS hi eloda ft ~ .c1; i " l.lnlil 
Part inl', amd al 0 hdplO U ll)' tic rcd bail 0 to bcrbod)' with 
trin,. 

Ut . ' '$1 ns pUleill .he t ft of • On ud 
conti ou io do 0 until P rt im,e, 

Pat n'l1l~ t, m v'n il ' lirlC;lche e t l, il\l u lin 
ber l' ioto od,er 0 th ' vic:w f the mtdJ Il c. umtil 
P ri Ea hl. 

APpr()~j'tl(lt tim : IOùr minut,S. 

Plift 'w 

ft . blllé inlot\',1 • ~UI ~ minute), whi~~ li hr' i ... 
Iludy di i nI po 1 itnmccJia cl 0 elltcrÎ n d, 'cp 4~, 

lIiD t:nl 1'5, alt i.. al g the pool dgc, re tmg. m LI il r 
cU! .ni wea 'Il8 à t rd . in ur, li e' t r ',~ ,'ficd n het nkk 
i a 0 VI bell wltich hallg$ over the pool edgc and OUlld 
,he 'l'\Il w Ik jer i, s~ • ru • d in thi .riet f sait ma 
neT VIIay ail und ~e pooS. MCàowlltilc Jlud lhro~ hi Il ,aiASl 
the pool ide trying to vab t hu n ' le, tollow~ng ber in an irn l
l(l ' te ln throu , the W. 1U, onleli fi in ch fè:lum 
i -nd . \ lt ln é f(l c;h . dl' lot {rom hi<lh h' lartro. Rud 

pul hl'r inl the poot The part ends nd the " im , ut in btu liglu: 
• ," ~ . 

pproxim,ote ûm ; 1i\'C minui H. 

PlI't Tbfte 

G lnri" .. cnte i~ J~ pl' tic; floaliR! chair (whitt: 
and grecn wilh bluc trim and pl" lÎ dM 'i1l8 ®la un" in Ihe l'mS). 

Iso magazliQC', b8IRana. alet raz.ar,. and (olding al a uri fi k cl 
Oiher ob~ ' . or Àl!r own h ' ng). \ e rin flCt " " 1 d ne·pi ;e 
b l k thing . uit. unch chair a nd clinl! in. hCTe fter sh m fit 
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M;ua " ()()Ro 

WA 'fI1-_'>: man il, Ito:edo walk ilHo pool. 

freel Ilround the edg of the pool. nlea uring them ometinle. Il ing 
Ihe lick' a fi hing rod t reading th magazine, having her le ,eat
ing banana, and aying at interval : "1 10 t venly.ei~ht pound" or 
ariation ther of, while looking up at the audience or lug.g,ing al their 

ankl . Gloria continue as a " fi uter" througb as Many parts as he 
wi$hes. 

Dor theu and Max enter, M l(lunches the Iwo oil drums, tbrowing 
them in the \ ter with a great plash, 0 roU'Ie la .'e the f lded ginnl 

meriean fil\g. w Ik 10 the center · <Ige a nd there hps int t water 
\ ith the ft • . SIle wears go'd love. Ma compoe a pereu 'on piece 
lnmming Ole b rrel. togelher îth a variet)' of re onsnt ounds., D 1'()

Ihe preadth ginnt fiag in water. ACter a while the wei fiag i dr poo 
ver ' lh barrels in a funeral effect. When the part end Max and Dor 

the remove the flag and let il sinli\: to the pool bouom. 
Approximatc lime: jour milJuteof. 

l'art our 

Marjorie reenters in same white co turne, pms on record f thunder. 
E erci as before. 

onne walks around tbe pool in a white costume to the shallow end. 
\ alk Înlo waler, co ·turne Hoating around her body. 

Waller enttr ,ith 1 dder, walk d wn opposite side, pu t ladder into 
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r, nd c mposc il in re lation 10 Ihe pool edge, al 0 xlendin it 
t nn who wim ay fr mil ( if oiding an altempl al r cu). 

Wall r "Iip. int po l, c ntinue 10 manipulale ladder t war 
y onne, rai in ladder in 1er, turning il ar und. ft cr ab ut a minu te 

nd a half, Yvonne 1 a e Ih w'lI r nd trip fT the white dr 
black net bathing uil. h relUrn 1 ng the p 1 cd and Walter 
le ing 1 dder 1 flo 1 in Ihe w ter, (011 h r. She waÜs for him bul 
w 1 w y ju t a he re ch her. This is repeated until he return 
1 Ih P int wb r he ntcred. he ne r lhi lime he jump in the 
po 1. Walter 1 a e lage. onne wlm ouI. Marjorie turn off record 

f thllnd rand leaves deep tage. 
ppToximol lime: flrrc~ minwt>s. 

Pari Fi e 

B r ara nd D bby enler carrying a par hUle dyed red. ,",ch t. in' 
n end the walk the length 0 th pool n pp ite cdg . Th par
hui unIlIr) a ' they alk and drag in the w ter. Re ching the h Il w 

end th y ICI g the parachute, which pr d in the p 1. They re 
wearing ummer dre whi h Ih trip ff t wh il und rwe r nd 
lid inl th water. e wC Il in the aler enlangling them el e in 

Ihe par chule. A. Ih Y wrc ' Il , th 1 ugh pau ing from lim 1 lime to 
pread the chute in the grc 'n water. 

lienr t enter n d cp t. g , c rrying a ello ru er at with a 
lue ouom, ff' p d le pipe painled i or wilh a d ru 

p ddle fi pping), a n w paper, a fol ed white pl ti . h '1 ncl '01 king 
a cig r. He wears ungl and rob . ith the id f th Li guard 
h climb in to the b al nd p ddle ut wilh me difficult to a ul 
th center of lh po 1. He read hi p per and m ke . fter a lime, 
he put wn th pap r nd e him If cntircly with th white 
pl tic heet. 

Barbara app ars on th deep ta e aCIer Henr h. · .. lept" :1 whi\ . 
h wear balhing uit, ha h red lipsti k, n ha k pt her hair dr . 
he ente the p 1 by the ladder and te Ithil and 1 wly will) t 

Henr bat, carr ing ft whi h he aU che 10 the boat. he 
, im ' aek pulling the al and Henry. n rc ching th d ep nd 1 d-

der, he ti . the bal , leave Ihe pool and ta e. 
ter Il' n cnl, Henry wakc up take off the h l, th r hi 

po~~ssi n , lim ut, le in th' ru b r b al lied t the 1 ddcT'. 
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The white light~ g 
walk ut al l'Ig the cdg 

ul and the wreslling girl leave the water and 
in blue. The parachute remain in the pool. 

Approximilte rime; six mÎf/utes. 

Part Six 

lien and arah ppcar n deep lage. arah climb inlo the aler, 
bèing careful not to wet her haïr. Ellen takes a position at the end of the 
long edge oC Ihe pool . 1 wl Ih y proceed the length 0 Ihe pool, lien 
walking rah wimming in a lraighl Hne. Their eye are Ihed on ca h 
other. Bach nliei pate the other' action. If one mo e lighlly (Of

ward, the other immediately make up the di 1 n e, Ihal Iney re
main pcrfeetly para Ile!. hen they reach Ihe h"lIow end, lien j ios 

arah in the waler. They tand facing one an th r ab - lutdy lill ju 1 

1 the ide of the hallow ladder. 
1 and eoffrey enlcr wilh tbe girl but remain in the background 

pa ing tbe decp slage unlil thc ~irl reach the center of the pool. Then 
lhe begin t wre Ile, lapping one another' 11 h Ihal i round 
În the hall. Wh n the girls reach Ihe hallow end and faec caeh other 
AI nd e ffr·y pick up hort leogth$ of dry two-by-f ur and maek 
them logelber. They move down oppo"itc ide ' Ihe lenglh of Ihe pool as 
il Ibeir baille conlioued de pite the iOIf~rp iti n of tbe water. T hey 
wear apron of rub er and balhing uil . The sound are sharp and 
earsplilting. When thc IWO rc.ach Ihe hallo, end, the pUI the lick ' 
clown on Ihe C(jge and le3p in the waler, cont inuing 10 wrCS ll~ . Sara h 
and Ellen Ica e the p 01 1 thi point and olh walk 1 wl)' th lenglh 
of the pool <l nd off ·tage. 1 and Geoffrey . Wim the pool lengln vigor
ou 1 and climb oùl. 

A pproxÎmDI lime: four m;nwes. 

Part Seven / Part Elgbt/Part me 
Part Seven. Part Eight , and Part Nine 3rlot not cparatcd by blue 

inlcrv 1 . BUI tbe blue light doc. go n during film projection in P ft 

Eighl. 
When the wrestler e il, fi brid~ \ hi h fit 0 er Ihe pool. of rein

fore d wood. about Iwo reet wide, i liflea from Ihe flo r of the deep 
. Ia e llnd earried b. the Lilegu rd and me 10 8 'pOl aboul cen ler 0 
pool under il ligh L The bridgc i ' teslcd . 

Pal , \ ho a ~l "floater" has m vcd fi hing around Ihe edg " mOu nt 
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the bridge and begin, rem ving her fIC rume f maliy garménl , 1 y. 
ing them , if to dry along the bridge. 

Four men, R.a mond, 1ichael, Richard, Jon, in bathing ui coter 
d~ plage with a el of tovepipes joined in difrerent. ay throo.gh 
, hich a cloth lne dyud red b becn tbreaded, Two of Ihem ent r the 
p 01 and ti Ihe nd oL the line to Ihe bridge. he other t 0 remain 
on t ge pUShing thé 'tO cpipe clOWIl the line inlo the , aler. At thu 
same lime, fO\lr women, Elaine, Martha, j tncy, and Jackie, cnler 
through Ihe audienc..e 1 the fUIU w end, They re full y dre ·ed. They 
walle into the waler by the hallo lndder. One of them c rrie leng!h 
of tbe red cLotb !ine wim ou t to the bridge and aunelles il. The 
other end i au ched to Ihe shallo\V ladder. The women ren 'le their 
clolhes, lncluding hoc , and bang them on Ihe Ted line with clolhespins, 

Thé four men interrupt their thruading of pipe to grunt and to He 
on Ihe cdS ' oC the pool breathing very !lard. The four \Vomen from 
lime 10 lime w h cach ther' ilh a long bru h and ponges and 
whi tIc aM nIe. 

WA Il ; peT/ormeTs 011 bridge. I II /Nlckgroultd. mM slrlng IJuepfpe Olt Q 

clotlteslbte. ote !l()(1ting debrls (lccumulQted from l'TtcC'dittg ua/oll$. 



CLA.E-S OLDBNBURG 117 

Th li n of th four men and four women (Part Seven) conlinu 
through the dance of Lucas and Pal (Part Sight) and the baJloon ,se

quence of Letty and Oavid (Parc in). 
Pat, having removed her fal clothes and laid them OUI, make hm 'self 

up, iuing on th bridge, and put On white kneesocks and à white 
$hort ai lorblou e, 

Lucas gives up bis roI as "Hoater;' m unIS the bridge, dries him etf 
and puts on a pajr of over iz.ed ivory-colored nylon pajama pants. He 
l'wal "in di1l'e,ent way, putting differcnt parts of his body in the 
pajama . Alan p inl, hi hand wearing a shoe "walks" one pajama
leg whiJe he holds one of his legs up in ide. lie attaches mali plungers 
to his body which stick ouI under the nylon. He tuf[s th pajama
bottoms with a rubber gre~.n alligator. When he h finisbed hi 
pajama·bou ID dance and Pat has fini ' hed making \IP nd redres.sing, 
tbey join in a dance wÎth a h et. The beet is firsi heM OUI horizontally, 
then haken, th en turned vertieally. It catches the white light of a film 
projeclor running without film. which projccts the silhouette of the 
hect and dancer on the audience and a1l at th hallow end. The 

blue light is on during projection. Pat and ucas come t gether, kiss 
for a moment, fold the sheet once, repeat the h ri7.0ntal-shake-vertical 
action. Come together again ki • fold Iwiœ and 50 on until the heet, 
having becn Coldc<l several limes, is ju t a bondie and hard to shal<e, 
The $heet i 100 ened. the projcetor goes off. Lucas covers himself and 
Pat with the hect, h Id her upside down and the dance continue 
with limb p olnlding. After a white, Lucas removC$ the sh ct place 
it carefully n the urfac of the pool, pic.ks Pat up under the arms and 
drop h r toc tir 1 into the sheet. She p[ummet ioto the waler, tbe 
hect cio ing around ber. 

car the climax Of this dance. Letty, who is now completely covered 
with blown-up red balloon ,risc from her position seated at the hal
low ed,ge and el'lters Ihe waler with the nid of David on the shallow 
ladder. She Boals. She flotll out into the water bounded by the bridge 
and th women' clothesline, perfectly rigid. David, who during the 
perfo1'tnance has eut hi clothe off, walks into the water in hi bathing 
suit and swims up to and around Leuy. ACter a moment of lettif\g her 
float. he begjns biting the ail on h lding them 50 tbat they pop wito 
a taud ound that ce oUlld. in the hall. He bit . one baUoon after an-
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ther umil ,lit arc bitten .tnd broken and LC ll sink. Then he \ in 
awa. 

A,'pro ÎmQte lime of ParI Cl'l'll, Eig!rt. l i"e: tefl miltllu!s. 

Part l'cn 

A bluc in tcrva l, bri f. \ nen the whi lc lighl come 01'1, nll pla)'cr 
cxcept Marj ri~ L nd ur gunr 1 cnlcr w 1er, l'Id Il al a ir dr \ ncd, 

Ma rjorie put · n roc n t f thundcr and excrci rler :IOOUt a 
minute lhe Lifeguard lex) hl()~ hi ~ nu Ile. '{arjorîe le:t c Ihe 
d.::ep ·tage. The dr ncd come 1 lire and wim t w rd deep end. 

record i PU l on of Brahm . 'mph n o. l , inalc. la}'oo b) 
Oa\'id R se in }'nc~pl'lli n. 

ApprO:fimatc lime: IwO minllte . 

The pl cc i Qver, 

\ , 1If; : girl 1001 rol'er~d 11'111/ ba/{QCIJ 


